38. A polymer feedstock according to/ claim 36 or 37 further 
comprising a plasticiser. 

39. A polymer feedstock according £o claim 38 wherein the 
plasticiser is selected from ethylene glycol, glycerine, 
glycerol, triethylene glycol, low /nolecular weight polyethylene 
glycols and Ca-Cg amides. 



10\ A polymer feedstock according to any of claims 35 to 39 
comprising up to 20% plasticiser, by weight. 



4^. A polymer feedstock according to any preceding claim further 
comprising a filler. 



42/. A polymer feedstock 
comprises inert, inorgar 

A polymer feeds/tfx)ck 
comprises a superapsorbenft material 



fording to c^im 41 wherein the filler 
iterial 



claim 41 wherein the filler 



[44j A polymer feedstock 
filler comprises both q(n 
superabsorbent materi 



according^ to claim 42 or 43 wherein the 
inorganic material and 



4^ A polymer Xeeds^ock according to claim 42, 43 or 44 wherein 
the inorganic filler comprises calcium carbonate. 



(4^ A polymer feedstock according to any preceding claim 
comprising, by weaght, up to 50% filler, up to 5% lubricant and 
up to 20% of a piLasticizer . 



A polymer /feedstock according to claim 46 comprising, by 
weight, 5-50% /filler, 0.5 to 2.5% lubricant, 5 to 15% plasticizer 
and 40-80% ] 
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^8J A polymer feedstock according £0 any of claim 35-47, further 
comprising an additional lubricant /component to reduce adhesion 
fo the polymer feedstock to surfaces. 

^9^. A polymer feedstock according to claim 48 wherein the 
additional lubricant comprises A stearate. 

50. A PVA- containing polymer /feedstock in the form of a cold- 
pressed tablet or pellet comprising, by weight: 

40 to 80% PVA; 

5 to 50% filler; 

5 to 15% plastiaizer; and 

0.5 to 2.5% luoricant. 



51. A polymer feec^ 
weight : - 



accoraing to claim 50, comprising, by 



40 tc/ 70% P' 
20 /to 50% filler 
8 /to 15% mastici^er 
0 



:o 1, 



ternal lubricant; and 



0.000],,^tra 0.1% external lubricant. 

52. A polymer feedstock according to claim 50 or 51, wherein a 
fatty acid amide /is provided as internal lubricant. 




52j A polymer feedstock according to claim 50, 51 or 52 wherein 
stearate is prqrvided as external lubricant. 



54. A polymef feedstock according to claim 51 comprising, by 
weight: - 

50 /to 60% PVA; 

30/ to 40% stearate- coated calcium carbonate; 
8 /to 15% glycerol; 
f. 5 to 1.5% octadecanamide; and 



0.0001 to 0.1% zinc stearafte. 

5^ A polymer feedstock accordincf to any preceding claim 
prepared substantially without malting of the PVA. 

^£6) A polymer feedstock according to any preceding claim having 
a moisture content less than about 10% by weight but greater than 
0.01% to bind the pellets or tfablets. 

57. A method of making a P'WA- containing polymer feedstock 
comprising blending PVA wim a lubricant, said lubricant 
including a fatty acid amme in the presence of an amount of 
moisture sufficient to bindx^t^^e polymer feedstock into tablets or 
pellets upon cold press^/^ and co]Xi pressing the feedstock into 
tablets or pellets. 

58. A method accOTdinrg tp^laim 57 comprising blending, in a 
high speed blender, Elfesfwith uptvo 5% by weight of lubricant. 



5^. A method Becoming to amf/of claims 56 to 58 comprising 
adding moisture to/the compdnents to be blended. 



60) A method acrfor^irng to any claims 57 to 59 wherein PVA and 
lubricant are fetd^nto a high speed mixer gravimetrically . 

61. A method /of making a PVA- containing polymer feedstock 
comprising bi^nding PVA and a filler, wherein the filler 
comprises a ysuperabsorbent material . 

62. A method according to claim 61 comprising blending PVA and a 
superabsorbent material in the presence of sufficient moisture to 
bind the/polymer feedstock into tablets or pellets upon cold 
pressinc 
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63. A method of extruding a PVA^containing polymer feedstock 
comprising blending PVA and at/least one of a lubricant and a 
filler to form a feedstock t/or an extrusion process, the 
feedstock being in the form of pellets or tablets, and extruding 
the feedstock into a prociuct, wherein the feedstock is prepared 
substantially without inelting of the PVA. 

64, Use of a f att^acid^^dinide in an amount of 0.5% to 1.5% by 
weight as an in^s^rriajx^ together with use of an external 
lubricant in ^^v4mo\int""'t>^ to 0.1% by weight in the 
manufacture ot/a cold-^;t?^sed polymer feedstock containing PVA 
and up to 50^^^ f ilj^r^wherein the feedstock is manufactured by 
cold press^g^^into pellets or tablets using residual moisture to 
bind the"^]pellets or tables and substantially without melting of 
the PVA/ 



Respectfully submitted. 
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